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became the meeting-place of the young Girondins. It was
through his wife that he became a man of importance, for she
was never tired of insisting on his fitness for office, and her
friends at last secured his nomination, in March, 1792, to the
Ministry of the Interior. Roland was really the virtuous and
honest man he prided himself upon being, but he was nothing
more An able and industrious clerk was not likely to become
a great minister. He performed the actual duties of his office
admirably, drew up his reports laboriously., and was punctual
and methodical, but he had no grasp of affairs, and, contented
to do his day's work, he did not look ahead. Such a man was
not the colleague Dumouriez needed; no statesmanlike ideas
were to be expected from him, and the husband of Madame
Eoland allowed matters at home to drift, while Dumouriez
made a vigorous effort to strike out a successful policy abroad.
A curious incident which succeeded Dumouriez' appoint-
ment as Minister for Foreign Affairs must be remarked, as it
not only illustrates his character, and that of Robespierre, but
also the change for the worse in popular opinion which had
been introduced by the sentiments of the more enthusiastic
revolutionists. It also forms an instructive commentary on
Dumouriez' famous sarcasm, " Then all is lost," when a horror-
struck master of the ceremonies called his attention to the fact
that the new Minister of the Interior was wearing ribbons in
his shoes instead of buckles. These young enthusiasts had
declared that all true patriots should wear on their heads the
red cap of libeity. "Why this should be done, they themselves
could not say. It is most likely that it was an attempt to
win the affections of the lowest class of draymen and porters,
who were accustomed to work in the streets of Paris with
such red caps on their heads And further, it became fashion-
able to allude to the lowest classes as the sans-culottes. The
gentlemen of the eighteenth century, who always appeared in
sdk stockings and knee-breeches, had conferred this name of
contempt on the blouse and trouser-wearing populace; but by
1792 it was the interest of both the Girondins and the Enrage
Jacobins in every way to flatter and strive for the favour of